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MAJOR RAIKES, DEFUTY-COMMISIONER OF CHINDWIN, MEETING THE CHIN CHIEFS AT 18 DIN

WITH THE CHINS IN UPPER BURMA

THE CHIN HILL REGULATION, 1896*

A Regulation to Declare the Law Applicable in the Chin Hills of Upper Burma
WHERES it is expedient to declare the law applicable in the Chin Hills of Upper

Burma: It is hereby enacted as follows: -
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CHAPTER -1

PRELIMINARY
1. (1) This regulation may be called the Chin Hills Regulation, 1896
(2) It shall come into force on such date as the local Government may;,

by notification in the Burma Gazette, appoint.

(3) This section and section 3 shall extend to the whole of the Chin
Hills. The rest of this regulation shall extend only to such tracts in
the Chin Hills as the Local Government, with the previous sanc
tion of the Governor Gazette in Council may, by notification in the
Burma Gazette, direct.

2. (1) In this Regulation, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject
or context, the expression -
“Superintendent” includes any officer whom the Local Government
may invest with the powers of ax Superintendent under this Regu
lation:

(2) “ Assistant Superintendent ” includes any Officer whom the Local
Government may invest with the powers of an Assistant Superin
tendent under this Regulation:

* The Regulation came into force on the 1st June, 1897 (Vide Polit
ical Department Notification, No.9 dated the 1st May, 1897, p.18)

(3) “Chin” includes (a) Lushais, (b) Kukis (c¢) Burmans domiciled in
the Chin Hills; and (d) any person who have adopted the customs
and language of the Chins and are habitually resident in the Chin

Hills.
(4) “Chin” means any sub-division or section of Chins, and includes a
group of clans:
(5) “Village” includes —
(a) A village-community
(b) Village lands
(o) Rivers passing through or by village land: and

(d) A group of villages: and
(6) “Village” means the chief or head of any clan or village inhabited by
Chins, and includes a council of chiefs or elders.

—3?—



 ==rewmew

CHAPTER - 1T

LAW APPLICABLE IN THE CHIN HILLS

(1) This Regulation and the enactment in the schedule, to the extent and
with the modification therein set forth, shall be deemed to be the only
enactments which apply to any tract in the Chin Hills to which section 2

and section 4 to 41 (both inclusive) may be a notification under section 1,
sub-section (3)
(2) No other enactments shall be deemed to apply to Chin in the Chin Hills:
Provided that the Local Governor General in Council, may, by notifica
tion in the Barma Gazette, declare any other enactment to be applicable

wholly or to the extent or with the modification which may be set forth in
the notification.

(1) So far asregard persons other than Chin, the law in force in the Chin
Hills Shall, subject to the provision of sub-section (4) and (5), be the law

for time being in force in Upper Burma exclusive of the town of Mandalay:

(2) For the purpose of any enactment in force in the Chin Hills in pursuance
of the provision of sub-section (1), the Superintendent shall be deemed

to be the Deputy Commissioner or the District Magistrate Collector, and
an Assistant Superintendent and Assistant Commissioner in charge of
sub-division or an Assistant Collector of the first class, as the case may be.
(3) The Local Government shall exercise the powers of the Financial Com
missioner and of a Commissioner under any such enactment as aforesaid.
(4) This section and section 9,16,22,23, 33 and 34 shall apply to all persons

within the Chin Hills.

(5) Section 12 shall apply to all parties to a suit or other proceeding of a civil
nature in which any of the parties is a Chin.

—09—
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CHAPTER - I1I
HEADMEN AND THEIR POWERS

5. (1) Subject toany general or special orders of the Local Government the

Superintendent may appoint and remove any headman and may define
the local limits of his jurisdiction and declare what clan or village, or both,
shall be subject to him.

(2) Where a headman is appointed for a group of villages or clans, the
Superintendent may declare the extent to, and the manner in which the
headman of the village or clans composing such group shall be subordi
nate to the headman of the group.

(3) In making a declaration under this section the Superintendent shall be

guided as far as practicable by local custom.

6. (1) Every headman shall within the local limits of his jurisdiction have gen
eral control, according to local customs, over the clan or village, or both
declares subject to him.

(2) He may levy from such clan or village any customary dues and many
impose on them such punishment as are authorized by local custom:
Provided that no barbarous, excessive or unusual punishment shall be
imposed.

(3) He shall be bound to keep the peace within the tract under his general
control: to comply with all lawful orders received from the Superinten
dent or Assistant Superintendent: and to furnish on the requisition of the
Superintendent or an Assistant Superintendent on receipt of payment at

rates to labour required by any public servant.

7. (1) A headman may try, according to local custom, any person subject to his
general control, who may be charged with any offence other than an of
fence punishable under section 121 to 130, sections 302 to 308, sections 341
to 348, sections 363 to 377, section 390 to 402 and section 438 to 440( all
inclusive) of the Indian Penal Code or with abetment of, or attempt to
commit, any of these offences, and may punish with fine in money or

goods any person found guilty by him of any s uch offence as aforesaid.

—QS—
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(2) Nothing in the Indian Penal Code or in the Code of Criminal Procedure,

1882 shall apply to any proceedings of a headman acting in exercise of

the powers conferred by this section.

8. A headman may try and decide according to local custom any dispute of a
civil nature between persons subject to his general control, and may enforce

his decision in accordance with such custom.

CHAPTER -1V
JURISDICTION AND SPECIAL POWER OF BFFICERS

9. (1) The Chin Hills shall constitute a session division and a district for crimi
nal, civil, revenue and general purposes, and the Superintendent shall be

the Sessions Judge

(2) As Sessions Judge the Superintendent may take cognizance of any offence
as a Court of original jurisdiction without the accused being committed
to him by a Magistrate for trial, and, when so taking cognizance, shall
follow the procedure prescribed by the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1882,
for the trial of Warrant cases by Magistrate.

10. For the purposes of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1882, the local Gov

ernment shall exercise the powers of o High Court.

11. The local Government may, by notification in the Burma Gazette, invest any
Assistant Superintendent with all or any of the powers of a Superintendent

under this Regulation, and define the local limits of his jurisdiction.

12. (1) The Superintendent end every Assistant Superintendent exercising juris
diction within the Chin Hills may try any suit or other proceedings of a

civil nature between parties, any one of whom is a Chin, according to

such procedure as the Local Government may, by notification in the

Burma Gazette, prescribed; and
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(2) In the trial of any such suit or proceeding, may exercise all or any of the

powers which he might exercise in a suit or proceeding in which none
of the parties is a Chin; end
(3) In deciding any such suit or proceeding, shall have regard to local custom

and to justice, equity and good conscience.

13. The Superintendent may withdraw any civil or criminal case pending before
a headman or an Assistant Superintendent and may either try himself or

refer it for trial to an Assistant Superintendent.

14. (1) Subject to the control of the Local Government, the Superintendent may
take hostages f rom, or impose fines in money or goods on, any clan or
village or any part thereof, if after enquiry he finds that any of the persons

belonging to such clan or village have -
(a) colluded with, or harbored, or failed to take reasonable means to
prevent the escape of, any person accused of, or under sentence of
imprisonment for, an offence;
(b) suppressed or combined to suppress evidence in any criminal
case;
(c) failed or neglected to restore stolen property tracked to their
village or take on the track beyond the limits of their village;
(d) done any act hostile or unfriendly to the Government;
(e) disobeyed the lawful orders of the Superintendent or of an
Assistant Superintendent;
(f) taken part in or abetted an attack on traders or other travelers,
or they levy of or attempt to levy unauthorized dues or tolls; or
(g) Engaged in fighting with any other d a n or village.

(2) The Superintendent may order the whole or any part of fine imposed
under this section to be given as condensation to any person to whom
damage or injury has been caused, directly or indirectly, by the act in re
spect of which the fine is imposed.

(3) When in pursuance of an order passed under this section a person has

received compensation for injury out of the proceeds of a fine, all right

of such person to condensation based on the same injury shall be barred.
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15. When within the area occupied by any clan or village a person is dangerous
ly or fatally wounded by unlawful attack, or the body of a person reasonably
believed to have been unlawfully killed is found, the members of such clan or
village shall be deemed to have committed an offence under the last forego
ing section unless they can show that -

(a) had notany opportunity of preventing the offence or arrest
ing the of fence; or,

(b) had used all reasonable means to bring the offender to justice.

16. In the event of any clan or village acting in a manner hostile or unfriendly to
the Government, detain all or any member of such clan or village, deport
them from the Chin Hills for life or for my other shorter terra, detain or
confiscate their property, debar them from access into territory outside the
Chin Hills and prohibit all or any other persons from entering “the area oc

cupied by such elm of village.

17. Every headman who abused any of the powers conferred upon him by this
Regulation, or neglects to obey any reasonable order of the Superintendent
shall be liable by order of the Superintendent to pay a fine not exceeding fifty,

rupees,* or to be suspended or dismissed from office.

18. When the Superintendent is satisfied thata dispute likely to cause a feud,
breach of the peace or any affecting the human body or against properly
exists, he may enquire into the dispute and pass such order as he may think

fit, having regard to local custom and to justice, equity and good conscience.

19. No new villages shall be formed without the consent of the Superintendent,
who may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, prohibit the formation thereof.

20. Whenever it seems to the Superintendent to be expedient on military or oth
er grounds, he may, by order in writing, direct the removal of any village

to any other site, and , with the sanction of the local Government, may award

to the inhabitants thereof such compensation for any loss which may have

been occasioned to than by such removal as, in his opinion, shall be just.
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21. (1) When any person is known or believed to have a feud, or has occasioned
any cause of quarrellikely to lead to bloodshed, dacoity or robbery, the
Superintendent may require such person to reside beyond the limits of
the Chin Hills or within those limits at such place as the Superintendent
may deem desirable.

(2) No order requiring a person to reside beyond the limits of the Chin Hills

shall be made without the previous sanction of the local Government.

22. When the Superintendent is satisfied that the presence of any person (not
being a public servant or a Chin ) is injurious to the peace or good admin
istration of the Chin Hills, he may, for reasons to be recorded in writing ,or

der such person to leave the Chin Hills within a given time.

23. Whatever contravenes the provisions of section 19 or disobeys an order un
der section 20 or a requisition under section 2 1, or an order under section
2 2, may, on conviction by a Magistrate, be punished with imprisonment for
a term which may extend to six months, and shall also be liable to fine which

may extend to one thousand rupees.

24. When the Superintendent is of opinion that it 4s necessary for the purpose of
preventing culpable homicide (whether amounting to murder or not) griev
ous hurt, dacoity or robbery to require any person to, execute a bend for his
good behavior, he may order such person to execute a bond with or without
sureties, for his good behavior during such period not exceeding three years

as the Superintendent may fix.

25. When a feud or other cause of quarrel likely to lead to bloodshed or violence
exists, or is in the opinion of the Superintendent, likely to arise between two
clans, villages or families of Chins, the Superintendent may order all or any
of the persons belonging to such clans, villages or families, to execute a bend
with or without sureties, for their good behavior during such period not

exceeding three years as he may fix.
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26. When an Assistant Superintendent duly authorized under section II passes

an order section 24 or section 25, he shall at once submit a report of his pro

ceedings to the Superintendent.

27. (1) The commission or attempted commission or the abetment by a person
who has executed a bond for his good behavior under section 24, of any
offence affecting the human body or against property shall be deemed to
be a breach of such bond.

(2) If, whilea bond executed under section 25 is in force, the life of any
person belonging to any clan, village or family concerned is unlawfully
taken or attempted to be taken, or the property of any such person is
lawfully taken or attempted to be taken, by or with the abetment of any
person or persons belonging to the other clan, village or family, the Super
intendent may declare the bonds of all or any of the persons belonging to

such other clan, village or family, and of their sureties(if any) to be forfeited.

28. (1) Ifany person ordered to execute a bond for his good behavior under
section 24 or section 25 does not give the security required on or before
the date on which the period for which the security is to be given begins,
he shall be committed to prison or if he is already in prison, be detained
there until such period expires, or until within such period he gives the
security to the officer who made the order requiring it, or to the Officer

in charge of the jail in which he is detained, in which case he shall be forth
with discharged from prison.
(2) Imprisonment for failure to give security under section 24 or section 25
may be rigorous or simple as the Officer requiring the security directs in

each case.

29. When any person has suffered imprisonment for three years for failure to
give security for his good behavior under section 24 or section 25 he shall be
released and shall not again be required to give security unless a fresh order

is passed in accordance with the provisions of this Regulation.
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(1) Any person who has, under the provisions of section 24 or section 25,

given security, or been imprisoned or failure to give security, may be
brought before the Superintendent if, on the expiry of the period for which
security was required to be given, the Superintendent so directs.

When the Superintendent thinks it necessary, for the purpose of preventing
the commission of any offence affecting the human body or against property,
to require security for a further period from any person so brought before

him, he shall record a proceeding to that effect,

The proceeding may be founded on the facts on which the original order to
give security was founded, and it shall not be necessary to prove any fresh
facts to justify an order to give security for a further period; under this sec
tion and such subsequent order, if passed, shall have the same effect and be
enforced in the same manner as an order to give security under section 24 to

section 25.

Notwithstanding anything in this section, no person shall suffer, for failure
to give security under this Chapter, imprisonment for more than six years or

without the sanction of the local Government, for more than three years.

CHAPTERV
SPECIAL RULES AS TO AFMS, AMMUNITION, OPTUM
AND FORESTS

(1) The Superintendent may fix the number of firearms and the quantity
and description of ammunition which may be possessed any clan or village,
and may issue licenses, either to such clan or village collectively, or to any of
the persons belonging there to individually, to possess the firearms and
ammunition specified in the licenses.

(2) All firearms for which licenses have been issued shall be stamped and

entered in a register.
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32.

33.

34.

(3) The Superintendent may grant a license to any clan or village for the manu
facture of gunpowder.

(4) Any person, who, not being licensed or not belonging to any clan or village
licensed i n that behalf, possesses any firearms or ammunition, or who es
corts from the Chins Hills any firearms of ammunition, or who manufac
tures gunpowder, shall be punished, on conviction by a Magistrate, with
imprisonment which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both.

(5) With the previous sanction of the Local Government, the Superintendent
may direct that the foregoing sub-section shall not apply to any tract or part
of the Chin Hills, and may with the sanction cancel any direction so made.

(6) The Superintendent may, by order in writing, prohibit all or any of the per
sons belonging to any clan or village from carrying daos, spears aid bows,
and arrows, or any of the weapons, in any tract, to be defined in the order. If
he is of opinion that such prohibition is necessary to the peace of such tract.
Such order shall specify the length of time during which it shall remain in
force.

(7) Whoever disobeys a prohibition under sub-section (6) shall, on conviction

by a Magistrate, be punished with imprisonment which extend to six months,
or with fine, or with both.

No prosecution under the Upper Burma Forest Regulation, 1887, or any rule
thereunder, shall be instituted against any Chin except with the sanction in

writing of the Superintendent.

Whoever imports, cultivates, manufactures, possesses, sells or exports opium,
ganja, bhang or chars in the Chin Hills shall be punished, on conviction by a
Magistrate, with the imprisonment which may extend to one year or with fine,
or with both,

Whoever sells foreign fermented liquor or spirit to any Chin shall be punished,
on conviction by a Magistrate, with imprisonment which may extend to three

months, or fine or with both.



35.

36.

37.

38.

39.
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CHAPTER VI
HU1ES REGARDING TAXES AND REALIZATION OF
FINES, TEC.

Taxes shall be levied on all clans and villages at such rates and in such manner

as the Local Government may prescribe.

An order for the payment of any fine or tax, or for the delivery of any property,
or for the performance of any act, may be enforced (1) by the seizure of any
moveable property or of any standing crops of the person against whom such

order is made, or when the order is made against a clans or village or family of
Chins, ofany person belonging hereto, or (2) with the sanction of the

Superintendent of an Assistant Superintendent, by the simple imprisonment,
for a term not exceeding one year, of the person against whom such order is

made.

CHAPTER VII

CONTROL

No appeal shall lie against any order passed by a headman or by any officer

acting tinder this Regulation.

(1) All headmen and all officers in the Chin Hills shall be subordinate to the
Superintendent, who may revise any order passed by any such headman or
officer, including an Assistant Superintendentspecially empowered under
section II.

(2) The local Government may revise any order passed tinder this Regulation.

Subject to the control of the Governor General in Council, the local Govern
ment may make rules consistent with this Regulation -
(a) To regulate the procedure to be observed by officers acting under

this Regulations;
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(b) To prescribe the use of such forms, the submission of such reports
and statements and the maintenance of such records and registers as
it may think necessary and,

(c) generally, to carry into effect the purposes of this Regulation,

40. (1) Except as provided in this Regulation, a decision passed, act done or order
made under this Regulation shall not be called in question in any Civil or

Criminal Court.

41. (1) The Local Government may, by notification in the Burma Gazette, delegate
to the Commissioner of any Division in Upper Burma all or any of the
powers conferred upon the local Government by this Regulation, except the
powers conferred by this section and by sections 1,3,5,11,12,31,35 and 39,

and may, from time to time by a like notification, rescind or vary any such
notification.
(2) When all or any of the powers of the local Government have been delegated
to the Commissioner of the division, the local Government may revise any

order passed by such Commissioner except an order passed under section 10.
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“Conclusion reached in the conversations between His Majesty’s government
and the delegation from the executive council of the governor of Burma.”

Conclusions

8. Frontier Areas:

It is the agreed objective of both His Majesty’s government and the Burmese
delegator to achieve the early Uniication of the Frontier Areas and Ministerial Burma with
the “free consent” of the inhabitants of those areas. In the meantime it is agreed that
the people of the Frontier Areas should, in respect of subjects of common interest, be
closely associated with the government of Burma in @ manner acceptable to both parties.
For these purposes it has been agreed:

(a) These shall be free intercourse between the people of the Frontier Areas
and the people of the Ministerial Burma without hindrance.

(b) The leaders and the presentatives of the people of the Frontier Areas shall
be asked, either at the PangLong conference to be held at the beginning of next month
at a special conference to be convened for the purpose to express their views upon
the form of association with the Government of Burma which they consider acceptable
during the transition period: Whether-
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(1) by the appointment of a small group of frontier area representatives

to advise the governor on frontier affaire and to have close liaison with the
executive council, or

(2) by the appointment of one frontier area representative as executive
councillor in-charge of frontier affairs, or

(3) by some other method.

(c) After the PangLong meeting, or the special conference, His Majesty’s gov
ernment and the government of Burma will agree upon the best method of advancing
their common aims in accordance with the expressed views of the peoples of the frontier
areas.

(d)A committee of Enquiry shall be set up forth with as to the best method of
associating the frontier peoples with the working out of the new constitution for Burma.
Such committee will consist of equal numbers of persons from Ministerial Burma, nomi
nated by the executive council and of persons from the frontier areas nominated by the
governor after consultation with the leaders of these areas, with a neutral Chairman
from outside BURMA selected by agreement. Such committee shall be asked to report to
the government of Burma and His Majesty’s government before the summoning of the
constitute assembly.
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Principle VI

A non-self governing territory can be said to have reached a full measure of
self government by:

(a) Emergence as a sovereign independent states

(b) Free association with an independent states or

(c) Integration with an independent states

Principle VII
(a) Free association should be the result of a free and voluntary choice by the people of
the territory concerned expressed through informed and Democratic process it should
be one which respects the individuality and the cultural characteristies of the terriory
and its peoples and retains for the peoples of the territory which is associated with an
Independent States the freedom to modify the status of that territory through the ex

pression of their will by democratic means and through constitutional processes.

(b) The associated territory should have the right to determine its internal constitution
without outside interference, in accordance with due constitutional processes and the
freely expressed wishes of the people. This doesn’t preclude consultations as appropriate

or necessary under the terms of the free association agreed upon.

Principle VIII

Integration with an Independent States should be on the basic of complete
equality between the peoples of the erstwhile non-self governing territory and those of
the dependent country with which it integrated. The people of both territories should
have equal status and rights of citizenship and equal quaranties of fundamental rights
and freedoms without any distinction or discremination, both should have equal rights
and opportunities for representation and effective participation at all levels in the excu

tive, legislative and judicial organs of government.
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THE PANGLONG AGREEMENT

Dated Panglong
. Fobraany 1587, 170

A Conferance having dean Mld at Pangleag, u ttandsd by certain Members
Sweutive Cosaoll of the Governor of Suras, all Sachpas and npr-unuuvn ocitnet
Shan States, the Kachin Hills and the Chin Rille

S R Conference, belleving Lhat fresdoa will be core epoedily
achigved by the ghans, th

ed e Kachins end the Chins by their immediste co-operstion
with the h‘d’h I\ﬂ'lol. Qoveromeat 1-

The Wrmbars of the Conference have sccordingly, and without dlssestients, sgrced
s follows i~

A Representative of the Hill Peoples, eslscted e Governar oo the recormenda-
tatet represantatives of the Supreme Council of the United It
«aall

111 Peoples (S00GP),
be 3ppointed a Counsellor Lo the Governor to deal with ths Froatier Aress.

2. The said Counsellor shall also be sppointed a Mamber of the Governor's Execulive
Colml.l. without portfolio, ad the sudbject of Froatier Arecs trought vithin Q. p\n-'\"
of the Executive Council by Constitutional Canventicn as in ths oase of Defenc

Extarmal Affairs. The Comnsellor for Prootisr Arees Shell De gives erecutive suthar{ly
by simtlar meens.

The said Counsellor shall be assieted by two Depuly Cotnsellors represaatling reces
of ﬂi& Be s ot A member. Vhils the two Deputy Cotnltunrl IMnlA ﬂ in e firet
instace wvith lha lffllrl of thatlr rnpnuva areas oo se Lo W all the

reasining parts of the rrontier Arua. they should by cmuun.lonu Cw\vu\\lun o<t on
e w!.ne!ph of Jn!nt responsidility.

4. ¥ils the Counsallor, in his ospacity of Io.lbu- of the Exscutive Comncil. will be
the_anly representative of the Frontier Aress oo ouncil, the Deputy Counsellors
SR lariiisa Contin e tinaste clt et ome e o sublacts pertelntng o the
Frontier Areas are dlscussed.

. Though the Governor's ixecutive Cowncil will ba al8iomntediep aproadiavore
ot operate 1o respect of s Frontier Aress o @

pertion of thape Arsas of the autenoxy wh
Foll sutcocay in

1t vill

depr

walch it now anjoys i ezitrsear o

{nteroal edatnistrotion for the Frontier Areos is ecceptod v principle.
8, Thoush the quaatim of demarceling end ostabliahing s separote fachin Sta

within a Goified B b

ane which KUSL be relegaled for dacision by the Constituent
Tesmbly, it Ls agresd rae S T

and the Bhaso nutr.\m % aro Part 11
e Governaant of Burma Aot of 1935,

7. Citizans af tie Froatier Arees shall oy rights and privileges whiich are
regarded as Nimdomental (a democrotic &emtﬂi s

B. The -rnu—mt- u:acpv.-d 1o Wthis Agreemant «re wvithout vdice to th
Tiloxoel) sutonaxy-0ov vested in the Fedsrated Shan Ntatam. s :

9. tad in th vithout prejudice to the
flassalal seeivince ich the Kechis nm.n w4 the Caln Bille acs eatitiss to to recelve
from the Tevenmas of Burma, md the Exeontive Counail will ter
mu Coanseilor Deputly Counsellors the :.um.m. of adopt. for e l-cMn A

= s Con Bille 7lamolal ermagescnto atallar o tose et e sermaters iz
Fedarated Shmn gtates

P ot
Sechpalong 62 Yawaghve Stete.
sacdpalong of nrz Deenvy snu

Inohpalong of Lathxa Stete.

y
)
Aot 2 X
it )
Jaohpalong of Meng Pawn Stote. )  (7au \.?;’.1:;:’-9
oy . Lakaq b .
sachpalong utﬁ State.) (Labeng Groag,Bhemo) |
)
3 )
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